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Welcoming Address

Young Shik LEE
(President of KATE, Hannam University)

Members of Korea Association of Teachers of English, distinguished
speakers, honorable English language teaching professionals, and fellow
language teachers, as President of KATE, I would like to express a
heartfelt welcome to all of you here today. It is a privilege as well as

pleasure to announce to you that the Annual KATE Specical Interest

‘,"v_’, f Group (SIG) 2017 Conference has officially begun, and 1 am
| ;5% particularly delighted to witness the opening of this year’s SIG

\ !
i i M{. conference in such a great hall with nice facilities at Yonsei University.

The theme of this year's SIG conference is "Critical Perspectives of English Language
Education." The reason we have chosen this theme is well manifested in our experience of
English language education. Many English language teachers and researchers often realize that
there cannot be only one good method available for best teaching practices and assessment since
English language teaching and assessment has already been embedded in educational, social, and
political contexts. There is therefore a growing awareness of the need to view English language
teaching and assessment from a broader and more expanded perspective considering various
dimensions of English language education and research. So we need to be aware of a wide range
of alternatives in our teaching and assessment of English. Today we are going to have a couple
of plenary presentations, dozens of paper presentations, and workshops. So my special thanks
must go to all of the presenters for sharing their expertise and professional experiences with us
at this conference. I do hope we will be able to find ways to improve our English language

education and research through the exchange of information and expertise.

Before I finish my speech, I would like to express my wholehearted gratitude to the Executive
Board members of KATE and the organizing committee members who spent a tremendous
amount of time and energy to make this special event possible. Moreover, I would like to thank

all of the representatives from our special interest groups of English language education.

Once again, welcome to our conference and I hope that you all will enjoy the conference we
have prepared for today. I wish good luck and great success to all of you. Thank you very

much.
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9. Teaching Young Learners (203%)
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